Frontier Troops and their Employment

The line which has divided Germany and the German nation for over a generation is in East German terms the "State Frontier West" (Staatsgrenze West) with a Special separating purpose to fulfill. The troops stationed on its eastern side are performing what Defense Minister Hoffmann has called "front-line Service in peacetime". And "since they are engaged continually on combat tasks, they require leadership in combat terms". The reason was set forth in the conscripts' handbook (Taschenbuch für. Wehrpflichtige) as early as 1965:

The two states existing in Germany today illustrate the fact that a small group of imperialists and militarists in the country are irreconcilably confronted, on the other hand, by the great mass of peace-loving forces throughout Germany. The Bonn State is the power-instrument of the imperialists and militarists, an enemy of the German nation; while the DDR is the fatherland of all peace-loving and progressive Germans. The State frontier of the West German Federal Republic, which extends for 1,381 kilometers from the Baltic to the Fichtelgebirge, is also one of the crucial dividing lines between socialism and imperialism in Europe. And in the midst of the DDR there is a 164 kilometer State frontier running round the Special territory of West Berlin, which the imperialists have developed into a NATO base and spy centre.

The NVA textbook "Das Moderne Militärwesen", published in 1968, after a more specific analysis of the "Imperialist" threat but with no mention of the frontier's function vis-à-vis the DDR's own population, draws the following conclusions.

In socialist states bordering on Imperialist ones, border control cannot be limited to police measures. The forces of imperialism make systematic attempts to permeate the frontiers of socialist countries and use them as a target for provocation. Aggressive actions staged by these forces in the border areas, and demands for frontier changes, are calculated to serve as excuses for launching aggression against the socialist states ... Social​ist states must therefore expect their Imperialist adversaries, at the outset of a war and immediately before it, to pour masses of subversive elements, unchecked, across the frontiers. The deployment of such elements is an integral part of the theory and practice of clandestine warfare. Socialist states like the DDR, which have key frontiers to guard between imperialism and socialism, therefore need a soundly organized military System of frontier protection as part of their national defenses. The DDR Frontier Troops are a military body directly answerable to the Ministry for National Defense. They carry a high responsibility for the preservation of the peace in Europe.

Nothing has changed in this estimate of the Situation or its consequences. Thus we read in the Party Central Committee's greetings to the Frontier Troops on their thirtieth anniversary, December 1, 1976:

The powerful onward march of socialism, as well as the undiminished aggressiveness of imperialism, its headlong rearmament and obstinate attempts to undermine the process of detente, all go to increase the responsibilities of the DDR Frontier Troops. Increasingly provocative moves against our State frontier during 1976 and the massive efforts to damage the sovereign rights of the DDR show yet again the need for a high level of fighting power and combat readiness, as well as continual class-conscious revolutionary alertness5.

Two basic reasons can be adduced for the continued evolution of the Fron​tier Troops from a police into an army-type organization capable of "active combat to protect the inviolability of the State border":

· the construction right along the border, especially since 1966, of strong and effective installations which in time, and with further sophistication, will eliminate the need for huge numbers of men to guard it
· the requirement feint by the country's leaders that these troops, as combat-capable units, should be available to the Warsaw Pact's Joint Command in even more versatile roles than before.

The change of name on January 1, 1974, from NVA Frontier Troops to Frontier Troops of the GDR has not affected their military character; both before and after the change they were directly responsible to the MND. The purpose may well have been to exclude them from any international agreements on the reduction of armed forces.

The Evolution of the Frontier Troops

When the so-called German Frontier Police first appeared in 1946 alongside Soviet troops they were at first concentrated, because of their still small num​bers, at the border crossing points and on alternating patrol duties in the huge surveillance zone.

In a review of their history on the occasion of their 30th anniversary, the Chief of the Frontier Troops gave this justification for their creation in 1946.

In violation of internationally binding agreements, a democratic revolution in the Western zones was frustrated. Ever more patently the imperialistic occupation forces demanded the restoration of the power of German monopoly capital with all the divisive intentions that went with it. The consequent unleashing of the "cold war" began to take effect ever more markedly along the demarcation line. For those responsible for guarding the border, this meant increasing concern with the struggle against political provocations directed by imperialist agencies, against economic acts of Sabotage and against other wrecking operations aimed at the anti-fascist democratic Order.

The aims of the "anti-fascist democratic revolution" emerge from the description of the Frontier Police in the same survey. This meant that the Frontier Police, set up in late November 1946 on the soil of what was later the DDR in accordance with the objective needs of the class war, had from the very first a class character that initially bore the stamp of the first stage of the uniform revolutionary transition from capitalism to socialism.

By 1952 the DDR felt strong enough to extend its sealing-off measures considerably. At this period the Frontier Police closed 174 through roads, including 3 autobahns, and thousands of public and private paths. The extensive east-west waterways System was declared out of bounds in both directions except for goods transport on the Mittelland Canal and the Elbe River.

The next major Step was an agreement on Soviet-East German relations concluded on September 20, 1955, which nominally - to demonstrate the DDR's full sovereignty - conferred on her sole responsibility for "guarding and controlling the State frontier, including personnel of the Western occupying powers" and involved an increase in the strength of the Frontier Police. (In fact the U.S.S.R. continued to reserve a decisive proportion of sovereign power for itself.)

The developments that followed were summarized on the occasion of the NVA's tenth anniversary:

In response to the requirement that units should be completely combat-capable, the German Frontier Police were given a thoroughly military structure from the top command downwards. Units were taken off strength in turn to be retrained on army lines, and border guards on the pattern of military pickets were introduced.

The German Frontier Police were to a large extent relieved of respons​ibility for checking traffic on the State frontier with the West German Federal Republic and the Berlin West Ring, and crossing-points passed under the supervision of what was then the "Office of Customs and Freight Control".

The deployment of the German Frontier Police to guard the State border in the autumn of 1961 proved to be its decisive test of efficiency as a frontier force.

The Operation of August 13, 1961, referred to here, with the subsequent construction of the Berlin Wall, meant the complete sealing-off of West Berlin as a "NATO base and hotbed of revanchisme".

From September 15 of that year, under National Defense Council Order No. 1/61, the entire German Frontier Police were transferred from the control of the Minister of the Interior to that of the Defense Minister. With this the "actual history of the Frontier Troops" began.

Under their new control the Frontier Troops were radically transformed. The changes helped to give them the character of a frontier force in the re-equipment with more modern weapons, concentration of training effort in specialized units, massive construction of border defense installations and a changeover from the use of volunteers to personally selected and carefully tested conscripts has produced a high level of polish and efficiency.

After a top-level restructuring in 1970/71 the changes of September 1974 saw the rechristened "Frontier Troops of the DDR" separated from the NVA while still remaining subordinated to the Defense Ministry.

Structure, Duties and Frontier Regulations

Supreme control, under the Defense Minister, rests with the Frontier Troops Command in Pätz near Königswusterhausen, to which are responsible Frontier Command North in Stendal, Frontier Command Centre in Berlin-Karlshorst and Frontier Command South in Erfurt. For over 15 years, up to June, 1979, the Chief of Frontier Troops was Lieutenant General Erich Peter; he was then succeeded by Major General Klaus-Dieter Baumgarten. This officer is also a Deputy Defense Minister.

Frontier Commands North and South are responsible for "State Frontier West" bordering on the Federal Republic. Each command disposes of 6 Fron​tier Regiments and 2 Training Regiments.

Each Frontier Regiment consists as a rule of 3 Frontier Battalions, and each of these has 4 Frontier Companies. The total establishment of a battalion is here 408 men.

In normal conditions each Company is on border guard duty for 8 hours at a time over its battalion sector, which is anything from 20 to 30 kilometers long according to the terrain.

Surveillance of the DDR's coastal Three-mile zone is undertaken by the frontier guard forces of the People's Navy in Rostock. These control 4 Groups of Vessels with a total of 18 Kondor-type patrol boats. The Dömitz Boat Section (which is independent of the People's Navy) disposes on the Elbe altogether of 21 short-patrol and 3 long-patrol boats, of which 4 or 5 are on duty every day. On the Elbe, the Frontier Troops are assisted by the GDR Water Police, equipped with 4 short-patrol boats, of which one is a hydrofoil.

Directly responsible to the Frontier Troop Command are the 2 Independent Regiments on the frontiers with Poland, at Frankfurt-on-Oder, and Czechoslovakia, at Pirna.

Frontier Command Centre in East Berlin controls the regiments and units whose personnel constitute the "Ring round Berlin". These are 6 Operational and 2 Training Regiments, with a further Special regiment responsible for the border crossing-points. The regiments belonging to Frontier Command Centre are differently structured from the others, consisting of a Staff, Staff Com​pany, 5 Frontier Companies of 4 Platoons, each of 3 Squads, a Boat Company where appropriate, one Company each for Signals, Transport and Supplies, and Engineering, and Artillery units. A "GUST Regiment" (Grenzübergangsstelle = border crossing point) consists of 8 Companies. The 2 Training Regiments comprise Staff, Staff Company, Transport and Supplies Company, 5 Training Companies, Signals Company and Anti-tank and Mortar Sections of 3 batteries each.

The total strength of the DDR Frontier Troops is 50,000, of whom some 32,000 are in the 12 western frontier regiments, about 12,000 in the "Ring round Berlin" and about 3,000 in the People's Navy frontier forces. The total also includes training units, staffs and schools in the interior, among them the Rosa Luxemburg Frontier Troops Officers' College in Plauen. About 12 per cent of the personnel are officers (6,000), 16 per cent NCOs (8,000), and the 36,000 or so other ranks make up the remaining 72 per cent.

The Frontier Troops, according to the "Military Lexicon", "include various arms, Special troops and Services and possess maritime and airborne capabilities appropriate to their requirements". Their weapons include pistols, automatics, light machine guns and the RPG-7 anti-tank Panzerfaust - all of it equipment common to motorized infantry units. They have tractors, dozers of various sorts and earth-drills available. Their vehicles include the "Grenz​trabant", a military version of the civilian "Trabant"; this is the Standard vehicle for frontier patrolling. Ranks and uniforms are as in the NVA land forces, just as the Frontier Guard Units of the People's Navy, and the Boat Companies of the Frontier Commands Centre and North, share the Navy's blue uniform.

The Frontier Troops are closely associated in the areas where they operate with volunteer "Frontier Auxiliaries" (Grenzhelfer), "Frontier Security Activists" (Grenzsicherheitsaktivs), and the People's Police. The "Frontier Auxil​iaries", numbering about 2,000 at present and including ex-members of the Frontier Troops, are controlled by their local Frontier Company. They wear civilian clothes and are distinguished by an armband printed with the words "Grenzhelfer Kodo Grenze". They assist the Frontier Troops by monitoring the border areas, checking traffic on roads leading to the no-entry zone, identifying suspicious persons and detaining border-violators.

The "Frontier Security Activists" consist of politically trusted individuals who because of their professional or social Standing are particularly suited for checking up on residents of the border areas.

The People's Police cooperate with the various posts of the Frontier Troops, mainly in the coordinating and organizing of border surveillance.

The "defense education" efforts of the Frontier Troops are particularly focused on that part of the population living near the western and Berlin frontiers with the aim of mustering their support for border security measures - a process which "naturally cannot be left to its own devices".

The Frontier Troops' responsibilities in the border areas have grown continually greater over the years. The following "peaceful tasks" are listed for those on the western frontier:

· to guard frontier-sealing and security installations in their own area
· to prevent escapes from the GDR
· to ensure public order and safety in the border areas in cooperation with other bodies and with local residents
· to prevent illegal border-crossing into the GDR
· to reconnoiter the border areas
· to deal with frontier incidents on their own initiative
· to observe shipping inside and outside territorial waters
· to protect fisheries in coastal frontier waters
· to provide military defense of the frontiers in case of war.

In this last event, they are committed to the "defense of the DDR's We​stern frontier" until the arrival of other forces.

The Frontier Decree of March 19, 1964, laid down comprehensive regulations for the various border regions and territorial waters, and empowered the appropriate ministers to issue Orders in accordance with the Special features of each region covering

· security Strips, control zones and border zones
· approach and through roads
· registration procedures and entry and residence permits
· Special rules for closing hours, hunts, swimming, fishing, use of crossing-points and penalties for their infringement
This decree was superseded on June 15, 1972, by a fresh order from the Min​ister for National Defense and the Minister of the Interior and Chief of the German People's Police. This subsumes a number of regulations issued in the interim and is related to improvements in the security installations and intensified surveillance of the areas behind the border. It enables the number of escapes to be reduced by restrictions on freedom of movement among the populace and by closer observation, and hence enables the use of firearms to be curtailed. It thus imposes fresh hardships on the great majority of border resi​dents while bringing alleviation to a small number whose homes are now excluded from the "border areas".

No Special registration or entry regulations were introduced for the areas bordering on Czechoslovakia (460 kilometers of frontier) or Poland (450 kilo-meters).

The Order of December 30, 1961, on the Protection of the DDR Sea Fron​tier was re-issued in a new version by the Ministry for National Defense on March 19, 1964, to comply with international Conventions on Territorial Waters and High Seas. This was also incorporated in the 1972 Frontier Order. It includes regulations of particular importance for coastal units charged with frontier protection, and deals with the coordination of fixed points for the determination of the base-line and the demarcation of territorial waters from inland sea areas.

Barriers and Fortifications

The 1,378.1 kilometer long frontier between West and East Germany, whose precise course has been settled since 1974 by a Joint commission representing the two territories, has been systematically converted by East Germany over the past quarter-century into a barrier equipped with a deeply zoned network of obstacles and fortifications scaling the territory off from the West.

Since the governmental order of May 26, 1952, the entire frontier and in addition since 1962 the coast of Mecklenburg and West Pomerania has been marked off with a five kilometer deep control zone, from which "unreliable" residents have been removed for resettlement further inland. Other residents have their identity cards stamped to confirm permission to remain there. All public events, meetings and so on within this zone have to end by 10 p. m.

Beyond this zone there still remains a security Strip about half a kilometer wide which can only be entered with Special permission at prescribed "control passing points". All inns except those run by enterprises, all cinemas, rest homes, boarding houses and hotels in the security strip have been closed. Over long distances the strip is sealed off with a fence linked in parts to an electric alarm system. In certain sectors anyone touching the fence thereby alerts Fron​tier Troop personnel so that countermeasures can be taken against a fugitive who is still 500 meters away from the actual frontier.

Over the past years vision over the security strip has been improved by tree-felling, earth-removal and razing of farmsteads or hamlets, thus affording an excellent field of fire to the forces guarding the frontier on the DDR side.

At the same time concrete walls and screens about 3.3 meters high have been erected to impede any observation of buildings close to the border from the Western side.

Progress has also been made with the installation near villages and in areas difficult to keep under surveillance of powerful intermittent searchlights, partly linked with acoustic alarms, as another form of barrier. In particularly "escape-prone" sectors of the strip both acoustic and optical alarm systems, well camouflaged, have been installed; they are set off by trip-wires and incorporate very light ejectors and sawn-off pistols firing blank cartridges. At many points in the control zone, too, there are electric alarm systems, like those on the security strip fence, which alert the nearest frontier Company when the wires are touched. Other gaps in the line are closed by the use of specially trained guard dogs on running leashes giving them a beat of up to 200 meters.

Particularly rapid progress has been made over the last few years in extending the concrete convoy-path which enables the motorized elements of the Frontier Troops to move rapidly along the border.

Between the convoy-path and a 1-2 meter wide vehicle-barrier trench there is a security strip some six meters across which is continually harrowed and kept free from weeds so as to show any tracks or footprints. The whole strip is generally checked by a patrol for signs of disturbance every day.

The final barrier, nearest to West Germany, is a fence whose nature is not everywhere the same. Over some Stretches there still exists the double fencing of concrete sets and barbed wire with a minefield in between, as laid down after the Berlin Wall was built in 1961. Over much the greater length of the frontier, however, this has been torn down and replaced with a double (and partly mined) or, latterly, a single but higher metal grid-fence, furnished over long Stretches with SM 70 automatic fire and alarm devices.

The firing elements in the System are placed at various heights on every fourth set, i.e. at ten meter intervals, on the East side of the grid-fence. They are linked with tension wires, contact with which actuate the firing mechanism and sends a signal via an electric cable to the local frontier Company, which is alerted both acoustically and by a visual display showing the exact spot where some fugitive is trying to breach the barrier. The firing barrels, fixed parallel to the fence, shoot in the same direction with a certain angle of scatter, the shot consisting of numerous sharp-cornered splinters effective, much like a fragmentation-mine, up to a distance of 25 meters.

By the end of 1979 the extent of the barrier along the frontier with West Germany was as follows:

	· length of metal grid fence
	1,281 km

	· length of security strip fence
	1,041 km

	· length of minefields (number of mines 900,000)
	292 km

	· length of sections equipped with SM 70 System (number 39,300) 393 km

	· length of concrete walls or screens
	24 km

	· length of vehicle-barrier trench
	808 km

	· - including concrete-lined part
	551 km

	· length of convoy-path
	1,313 km

	· - including concrete-surfaced part
	1,215 km

	· number of earth shelters
	900

	· number of observation towers, concrete
	583

	· number of observation towers, wooden
	82

	· length of dog-runs
	97 km

	· number of guard-dogs
	996

	· length of sections equipped with searchlights
	271 km

	
	


In October 1964 NVA engineer units also began constructing new fortifica​tions along the Berlin wall erected three years previously, in August 1961. These were designed to rule out any escapes into West Berlin from East Berlin or the DDR. Publicized as a "modern frontier", the System was completed in 1970. With an average depth of fifty meters the barrier features a wall of concrete slabs along the front- edge and a deer-fence along the rear edge. By the end of 1979 this 164.1 kilometer long ring around West Berlin comprised the following:

· Concrete slab wall, 3.5 to 4 meters high, armed with iron and in most places surmounted with steel tube, 102 km
· metal grid fence, 3 to 4 meters high, close-meshed and sharp-edged, toothed on top, no oblique through-view, 55 km; vehicle-barrier trench, 3 to 5 meters wide and deep, 107 km
· security strip, average breadth 15 meters, sanded and swept to show any tracks
· front boundary of patrol area, marked as a rule in three-colors on lamp Standards or poles, 30 to 40 meters from frontier line
· convoy-path - a 3 to 4 meter wide concrete or tarmac road for motorized patrols or alerted troops, 123 km
· security-trap zone with 247 observation towers, 135 shelters, 260 dog-runs or rails and numerous trip-wires actuating acoustic or optical alarm signals
· contact-fence, about 2 meters high, which Switches on an observation-tower lamp when touched, 122 km
· wire-mesh deer-fence, about 2 meters high, to prevent unnecessary triggering of the alarm System on the adjacent contact-fence
By continually intensifying frontier security measures the DDR has succeeded in reducing the volume of attempted escapes further and further. In 1973, 380 civilians and 28 uniformed members of the forces managed to cross the border into West Germany; by 1979 the respective figures had sunk to 74 and 12. But the fact that some escapes still succeed - like the group of eight persons who made it in September 1979 in a balloon sewn together from sheets - shows that the frontier is still not hermetically sealed.

Rewards in cash or kind, and paid leave, are offered for each case of "frustrated frontier breakthrough". Typical prizes are 200 to 300 Marks for a detachment leader and 150 to 200 Marks for a ranker, possibly with a gold-watch and one or two days' additional leave as well.

Use of firearms

Every soldier on frontier duty is required to prevent breakthroughs, if necessary by use of arms. Paragraph 62 of the June 1972 Frontier Decree states that "use of firearms by members of the Frontier Troops is only permitted in accordance with military regulations issued by the Ministry for National Defense." But General Hoffmann, the minister in question, told Berlin Fron​tier Troops on May 25, 1965:

What you are protecting is the most humane system that history has known. We are therefore deeply convinced that your hand must never falter when you have your sights on an enemy.

Hoffmann has continued to make similar Statements. An edition of his Speeches and essays put out in February 1971, for example, contains this passage:

We must ensure through our ideological work that it becomes second nature for every member of the Frontier Troops to see that any frontier-violator - in whichever direction he is trying to cross - is acting as an enemy of our Republic or at that moment becomes an enemy in that he is deserting to the imperialist camp and thereby providing the extremists with fresh material for agitating and slandering our Republic. . . . A soldier must realize that for friends there are control pass-points provided on the State frontier. But whoever tries to cross the border of our sovereign State illegally . . . is an enemy, and will be treated as an enemy ... Exercising forbearance towards traitors' means acting against the interests of the whole nation.

In regard to the use of arms against frontier violators the Handbuch für Grenzsoldaten ("Handbook for Frontier Soldiers") explains:

Pursuit of frontier violators is the border soldier's most positive tactical action, aimed at their preliminary detention or destruction as the case may be.

If we turn to the NVA Service Regulations, DV-10/4, we find as No. 314 the following:

Use may only be made of firearms

· by order of the Minister for National Defense in operations to protect the GDR
· by order of the commanding officer, duty sentry or patrol leader during attacks on units, guards or patrols, where the use of firearms is necessary in self-defense and other means no longer suffice, or to deter-mine the extent of armed resistance
· in combat on the decision of a superior, in order to overcome open disobedience or resistance by a subordinate to the restoration of military order and discipline
· on the decision of guards, sentries and patrols or other temporarily or permanently armed personnel, if other means are insufficient or no longer sufficient, in order to prevent activities clearly aimed at treason toward the workers'-and-farmers' State; or effectively to prevent or deflect an immediately impending or already existing attack on installations of armed authorities and other state-owned, social or economic facilities, or on oneself or on other persons, in accordance with legal provisions relating to self-defense and states of emergency.

Judging by official Statements and sentences passed on escapees and those convicted of abetting escape, "activities clearly aimed at treason towards the workers'-and-farmers' State" must be taken as including all attempts to escape the country. And the phrase "immediately impending or already exist​ing attack on installations of armed authorities" Covers any damage to barbed wire or alarm Systems inevitably associated with an attempt at flight.

As a rule, aimed fire must be preceded by a warning order and a warning shot. But No. 318 of the service regulations allows aimed fire without warning if, for example, an immediate danger would arise for the life of third parties, for the soldier's own life, or for installations of the armed authorities or for other state-owned, social or economic facilities, which cannot be averted by other means.

There is a further regulation applying to frontier guard duty which has been several times modified. (DV-30/9 of 1963 came into force in a new version on May 1, 1967, only to be replaced on September 1, 1972, by Frontier Sentry Regulation DV-10/00/0/0013.) This is kept highly confidential.

According to Frontier Guard Regulation DV-30/9 the duty of a patrol is to act as a scout, track down and preliminarily detain frontier violators and, where necessary, to take action in accordance with the regulations on the use of firearms.

In regard to concealed sentries, the regulation goes on:

the deployment and Camouflage of concealed sentries must ensure surprise Operation aimed at luring frontier-violators and provocateurs into ambush and denying them the possibility of armed resistance or flight.

Longwinded as the regulations about the use of arms by sentries are, at critical points the wording is remarkably vague. What precisely is meant by activity "clearly aimed at treason toward the workers'-and-farmers' State"? What is an "immediately impending attack on installations of the armed authorities" which can make "aimed fire" essential? How does one "deny someone the possibility" of flight or armed resistance? The DDR authorities have the opportunity here, and it might be said the duty, to provide definitions proof against misinterpretation and abuse, if they wish to show that their fron​tier control regulations are no different from those of other countries.

According to official statistics published in West Berlin on November 19, 1976, 70 persons had by that date been killed trying to escape across the "ring round Berlin" alone. The number of lives lost in attempts to cross the DDR's western border is harder to establish with certainty because of the greater complexity of the terrain. It is known, however, that 101 persons fell victim to automatic installations or use of force by DDR personnel on that frontier between August 13, 1961, and December 31, 1976.

According to a Volksarmee Statement in 1976, 18 members of the GDR Frontier Troops were "victims of armed attacks and provocations on the DDR's borders with West Germany and Berlin" between August 1949 and December 197522. Referring to the same period, Defense Minister Hoffmann declared: "Twenty comrades, twenty young human beings murdered by the class enemy, laid down their lives in the defense of our State frontiers!".

Special Features of the Frontier Troops

There are other features of frontier duty than the rigorous firing regulations which make it unpopular in the rank-and-file, viz.

· exhausting conditions of Service with 8-hour duties day and night
· accommodation in remote villages where the civilian residents are virtually subject to emergency laws
· scarcity of cultural facilities, and of female companionship
In a Statement on the 30th anniversary of the Frontier Troops it was stressed that Frontier Service remains a particularly responsible class-duty for the working-class and all other employed persons. It is Service for the well-being of the entire people, and more than ever it demands a high level of awareness, class-consciousness and willing self-sacrifice.

The chief problem is to find candidates who are reliable in the official sense and to train them in unconditional discharge of their duties when the nature of those duties affords them better opportunity to escape than any other soldiers. Ceaseless political brainwashing and uniquely strict application of disciplinary penalties are used to instill total obedience.

Thus from the moment when the first Frontier Police units were formed in November 1946 it was a matter of policy to throw the most experienced communists into the most complex class-struggle sectors. It is surely of more than historical interest that from the very start until now the proportion of working-class officers has always oscillated between 75 and 85 per cent.

As with the land, air and sea forces of the NVA, recruits for the Frontier Troops are signed on every spring and autumn but remain for the first six months in Special training units. Here they are given basic military training, preliminary frontier-work training and intensive political schooling. Their poli​tical reliability is checked with particular care, by State Security agents among others. Only then are recruits assigned for normal duties to the individual fron​tier companies or Special units such as engineers and signals.

A Special officers' training school was opened in Plauen in December 1963 which, along with all others, was raised to Hochschule Status in 1974 and be-came the "Rosa Luxemburg" Officers' College for the GDR Frontier Troops.
 In Perleburg the Frontier Troops have an NCOs College, named after Egon Schultz, which offers "frontier training" and courses in driving, signals, defense and engineering. 
There is a Special College for Frontier Troop Ensigns in Nordhausen. 
Any other training required is done at the regular army schools.

Judging from the training programs alone, the Frontier Troops can be seen to function as border-sealing and security units rather than as frontier police in the western sense.

